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Abstract Several groundwater endorheic base levels are
known in different parts of the world. Some of them allow
seawater encroachment into them. Two examples of such
groundwater systems, at Lake Asal in the Afar Depression
of East Africa and Lago Enriquillo in the Dominican
Republic, have been modeled using FEFLOW. The
simulated ﬂow pattern reproduces the seawater encroachment all the way from the sea to the endorheic base level.
When the water in that base level undergoes concentration
to brine through evaporation, the dense brine starts to ﬂow
below the encroaching seawater body in the opposite
direction toward the sea. These processes reach steadystate conditions in a relatively short time of several
hundred years.
Keywords Groundwater ﬂow . Numerical
modeling . Endorheic base level . Seawater intrusion

Introduction
Seawater intrusion to coastal aquifers is a well known and
described phenomenon from all over the world, extending to
a limited inland distance from the sea. This process has been
extensively studied over a century starting with pioneering
papers by Ghyben (1888) and Herzberg (1901).
Mathematical models for seawater intrusion into coastal
aquifers have been discussed in several reviews (Reilly and
Goodman 1985; Bobba 1993; Bear et al. 1999) and in many
other papers (e.g., Essaid 1990; Harrar et al. 2001; Bobba
2002; Kooi et al. 2000; Ataie-Ashtiani et al. 1999; Chen and
Hsu 2004). A groundwater base level was deﬁned as a
drainage level for the aquifer that represents the lowest
groundwater level that will occur from groundwater ﬂow
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only (Olin 1995). However, the speciﬁc situations whereby
seawater intrudes the hydrological system across the
groundwater divide into continental endorheic groundwater
base levels or lakes located relatively far from the sea has
seldom been described and modeled (Kafri and Arad 1979;
Kafri (1984); Kafri et al. 2007; Kafri and Yechieli 2010).
Such base levels, which are below sea level, are known
from all over the world (Kafri and Yechieli 2010). Being
terminal base levels, they capture water from the surrounding area and may also be encroached by seawater.
This possibility, originally proposed by Kafri and Arad
(1979) for the Dead Sea Rift, was further analyzed for
other places in the world (Kafri 1984; Kafri and Yechieli
2010). Seawater encroachment to areas with endorheic
base levels below sea level was suggested to be feasible if
the endorheic lake is located not too far from the sea, the
elevation difference between the sea surface and base
levels is signiﬁcant, and the aquifer that connects the sea
and the lake is thick enough. Kafri and Arad (1979)
demonstrated that this mechanism is feasible for the
northern Dead Sea Rift base level, which is 210–250 m
below sea level (hereafter bsl) and located some 50 km
from the Mediterranean Sea. A deep geo-electromagnetic
study showed the conﬁguration of the interface between
the encroaching seawater and the overlying freshwater
between the Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea Rift
which was also supported by hydrological modeling
(Kafri et al. 2007).
Based on the preceding, a working hypothesis is
formulated for the hydrological conﬁguration of those
endorheic base levels, close and connected to the sea,
which are below sea level (Fig. 1). A hydrological system
is proposed consisting of an upper freshwater body that
drains to both base levels, controlled by the fresh
groundwater heads. Underneath it, seawater encroaches
all the way from the sea to the lower inland base level
whereby the geometry of the fresh/seawater interface
formed is controlled by the elevation difference between
both base levels, by the freshwater heads and by the
densities of the two water bodies involved. Below it an
interface is recognized between the encroaching seawater
body and a brine body underneath, formed through
evaporation in the endorheic base level and which is
density-driven backwards toward the sea.
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Fig. 1 A schematic conceptual model of a multiple hydrological conﬁguration between the sea and a hyper-saline endorheic base level

The objective of the present study is to prove the
validity of the proposed hypothesis by modeling two cases
of such endorheic base levels, namely Lake Asal in the
Afar Depression of East Africa and Lago Enriquillo in the
Dominican Republic, previously described by Kafri and
Yechieli (2010). It should be noted that the level of
knowledge and the availability of data are different for the
different endorheic basins. Uncertainty and non-uniqueness of the geological structure and the hydrological
parameters often do not allow calibration of numerical
modeling. The two examples, described herein, represent
base level development from a different initial conﬁguration, namely a freshwater lake and a sea arm in the cases
of Lake Asal and Lago Enriquillo, respectively, both
ending up as hypersaline endorheic base levels.

Numerical solution
In this section, numerical modeling is presented of two
groundwater systems using FEFLOW, a ﬁnite element
simulator (Diersch and Kolditz 2002). FEFLOW solves
the coupled variable density and viscosity groundwater
ﬂow and solute and heat transport. The speciﬁc parameters
for the two cases, namely Lake Asal and Lago Enriquillo,
are given in Tables 1 and 2, respectively. The automatic
adaptive time step procedure was applied. In all cases,
ﬂow boundary conditions were set to impermeable
boundaries at the left, right and bottom boundaries. The
top boundary condition was set as recharge at the land and
prescribed hydraulic equivalent freshwater head at the
lakes and sea, except for the area of submarine groundwater discharge near the shoreline, where zero salinity
gradient was prescribed. The appropriate salinities were
prescribed at the lakes and sea. The salinity at the recharge
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area was set to zero and the left, right and bottom
boundaries were also impermeable for salt. In the ﬁrst case
of Lake Asal, temperatures were prescribed at the top and
bottom boundaries. Left and right boundaries were
impermeable for heat.

The Afar depression and Lake Asal
Site description and hydrogeology
The Afar, or Danakil Depression (Fig. 2), is a vast closed
endorheic base level which is considerably below sea
level and is located in the Horn of Africa, belonging to
Ethiopia, Eritrea and Djibouti. The depression contains a
series of lakes and salt pans at various depths below sea
level. They are Lake Badda (−50 m), Lake Assale
(−118 m), Lake Bakili (−120 m), Lake Afrera (−111 m),
Lake Acori (−94 m) and the lowest Lake Asal (−155 m).
The depression is located within the Afar triangle which is
a triple junction between the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden
(Fig. 2) and the East African (or Main Ethiopian) Rift
systems. The region is a plate boundary, part of the AfroArabian system, which is subjected to sea-ﬂoor spreading,
rifting and recent tectonics, ﬁssure openings, volcanism
and hydrothermal activity (Allard et al. 1979; Tarantola et
al. 1980; Audin et al. 2001; Manighetti et al. 2001; Wright
et al. 2006; Pizzi et al. 2006; Ayele et al. 2006; Buck
2006; Garfunkel and Beyth 2006; Doubre and Peltzer
2007). The landward extension of the eastern segment of
the transform of the triple junction, namely the Gulf of
Aden, forms the Asal Rift, which extends inland from the
Goubhet el Kharab seawater embayment (Mlynarski and
Zlotnicki 2001). In general, this area is an active rift that
consists mainly of a sequence of young volcanic rocks, to
a depth exceeding 1,500 m. The geothermal ﬁeld (thermal
DOI 10.1007/s10040-013-0972-5

Table 1 Lake Asal model parameters
Model parameter

Value

Horizontal hydraulic conductivity
Vertical hydraulic conductivity
Recharge rate
Compressibility of aquifer
Porosity
Sea head relative to sea level
Lake head relative to sea level
Seawater density
Maximum brine density in lake
Seawater concentration
Maximum brine concentration in lake
Temperature of lower aquifer boundary
Temperature of upper aquifer boundary
Heat capacity of ﬂuid
Heat capacity of rock
Thermal conductivity of ﬂuid
Thermal conductivity of rock
Thermal expansion coefﬁcient
Finite element size
(triangular elements)
Total number of elements in
ﬁnite element mesh

100 m/d
10 m/d
20 mm/year
1×10−5 1/m
0.2
0m
+100 to −155 m
1.025 g/cm3
1.25 g/cm3
35 g/l
350 g/l
350 °C
25 °C
4.2×106 J/m3/K
2.52×106 J/m3/K
0.65 J/m/s/K
2.0 J/m/s/K
2×10−4 1/K
100 m
13,840

gradient and heat ﬂow), based on data from boreholes in
the study area, were described by Jalludin and Razack
(1994), D’Amore et al. (1998) and Elmi (2005).
The most fascinating and the lowest base level
(presently at 155 m bsl and at coordinates 11°N, 42° E,)
is Lake Asal. This hypersaline lake serves as a terminal
base level and has attracted the interest of several authors
(e.g., Gasse and Fontes 1989). Its maximum and average
depths are 40 and 7.4 m, respectively. The total salinity of
its waters is around 350 g/l. Mean annual rainfall in the
area is 175–200 mm/year and evaporation exceeds 3.5 m/
year (Gasse and Fontes 1989). The lake is fed by
groundwater (Gasse et al. 1980) and is located some 11–
12 km from the Gulf of Aden and the Ghubbet el Kharab
marine base level. The Lake Asal and Goubhet el Kharab
base levels are separated by a rather shallow topographic
divide in between, which is part of the tectonically active
Afar Rift. As a result, the entire region, and speciﬁcally
the divide, is subjected to ﬁssure openings and the
enlargement of fractures, and thus increased permeability
(Allard et al. 1979; Kafri 1984; Gasse and Fontes 1989;
Mlynarski and Zlotnicki 2001; Doubre and Peltzer 2007).
Table 2 Lago Enriquillo model parameters
Model parameter

Value

Horizontal hydraulic conductivity
Vertical hydraulic conductivity
Recharge rate
Compressibility of aquifer
Porosity
Seawater density
Sea head relative to sea level
Lake head relative to sea level
Maximum brine density in lake
Seawater concentration
Maximum brine concentration in lake
Finite element size (triangular elements)
Total number of elements in ﬁnite element mesh

400 m/d
400 m/d
120 mm/year
1×10−5 1/m
0.2
1.025 g/cm3
0m
−10 to −46 m
1.075 g/cm3
35 g/l
105 g/l
100 m
28,096
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The paleohydrology of Lake Asal is described in detail by
Gasse and Fontes (1989). According to their study (Fig. 3), the
paleo Lake Asal was almost dry in the late Pleistocene, due to
the arid conditions that prevailed at that time. They suggested a
highstand lake level at 160 m above present day sea level (asl)
that existed in the early Holocene, between 8.6 and 6 ka,
draining to the sea. However, the present-day topographic
divide between the sea and the lake is at 110 asl. If that was the
topographic setup some 6,000 years ago, it would not have
allowed the existence of a freshwater lake at 160 masl at that
time and, thus, it is assumed that the setup was different,
namely that the divide was higher. In order to overcome this
apparent contradiction, in the model set-up (next section) the
initial freshwater lake level at that time was set at 110 masl,
matching the present-day topography. Subsequent to this time
period, the lake level dropped rapidly, over some 300 years, to
155 mbsl (Fig. 3), enabling subsurface seawater inﬁltration
from the sea to the lake across the fractured divide. Since then,
the lake water salinity and that of the aquifer system between
the lake and the sea have been controlled mainly by a mixture
of thermal waters and encroaching seawater across the divide.
The seawater contribution is also evidenced by the thermal
Manda Springs waters of marine origin that issue on the shores
of Lake Asal (Gasse et al. 1980; Kafri 1984; Fouillac et al.
1989; Gasse and Fontes 1989; Sanjuan et al. 1990; D’Amore
et al. 1998; Faure et al. 2002; Elmi 2005; Kafri and Yechieli
2010). Mlynarski and Zlotnicki (2001) used geophysical data
to describe the subsurface ﬂuid circulation pattern between the
sea and the Asal Rift, exhibiting large and rapid subsurface
seawater ﬂuid transfer from the sea to the lake along permeable
fault zones or beds, warming up during their advance by the
underlying geothermal ﬂux. Concentrated brines of some
116 g/l TDS were detected in the Asal hydrothermal wells at a
depth interval between 1,075 and 1,320 m (D’Amore et al.
1998; Houssein and Axelsson 2010).
Model setup
Based on the present-day geographic conﬁguration and on
hydrological and paleo-hydrological data coupled with the
geothermal conﬁguration, transient simulations were
employed to exhibit the changes of the salinity ﬁelds of the
hydrological system, taking into account the changing lake
levels since ca. 6 ka (Fig. 3). The initial freshwater lake level
at that time was set at 110 asl. The sea level was set at the
beginning of the transient simulation as the present one since
that was roughly the global sea level during the last millennia.
The model parameters of Lake Asal are given in Table 1. The
model size is 30,000 m from the sea in the east to the lake in
the west. The base of the model was set at a 2,000 m depth
bsl, which is the deepest source of hydrological available
information. The recharge to the upper surface boundary was
taken as 20 mm/year, assuming a recharge coefﬁcient of
ca.10 %, typical of arid regions. The sea side was set as
normal seawater with salinity and density of 35 g/l and
1.025 g/cm3, respectively. The lake side was set at an initial
elevation of 110 m asl and an initial salinity and density of
0 g/l and 1 g/cm3 respectively, representing freshwater. The
lake level declined over 300 years by 265 m. The salinity of
DOI 10.1007/s10040-013-0972-5

Fig. 2 Location map of the Afar Depression and Lake Asal as well as the location of the Asal 5 well. The location of the simulated cross
section between the sea and the lake (A′–A) is also shown

the lake was prescribed as freshwater (in terms of salinity)
until the lake level reached the elevation of almost below sea
level. From this point, the salinity was set to increase linearly
to the ﬁnal salinity during the aforementioned time span. The
ﬁnal present-day lake level was set at 155 m bsl and TDS
salinity of 350 g/l. The horizontal and vertical hydraulic
conductivity (K) values of 100 and 10 m/d, respectively, were
based on data obtained from the hydrothermal ﬁeld underneath the study area (Jalludin and Razack 1994; Elmi 2005).
Temperature was set to 350 °C at the bottom boundary and to
25 °C at the upper boundary, based on data from Houssein
and Axelsson (2010).

Results and discussion
Results of the transient simulation of the Lake Asal system
demonstrate steady-state condition at the end of the initial
stage (Fig. 4a). The conﬁguration is of a freshwater lake in
the west (right side of Fig. 4) at an elevation of 110 m asl and
a seawater body in the east. The freshwater body occupied
the lake and the aquifers underneath and extended to the east,
resulting in a steady-state interface between the freshwater
body and the seawater. The signiﬁcant drop of the lake level
(Fig. 4b) was accompanied by seawater encroachment all the
way across and already below the hydrological divide to the

Fig. 3 Lake Asal levels over the last 10,000 years (modiﬁed after Gasse and Fontes 1989). The question marks represent uncertain levels
marked in the original version
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Fig. 4 Transient simulations of the salinity ﬁeld changes between
the sea and Lake Asal in relation to lake level changes. a Maximum
lake level; b Lake level below sea level, where seawater starts to be
discharged to the lake; and c Current situation where X denotes a
total dissolved solids (TDS) value of 116 g/l, as detected in the
hydrothermal wells

system below the lake when the lake level dropped to the
elevation of 37 m below sea level. The subsequent drop from
this lake level to the ﬁnal, present-day steady state at 155 m
asl (Fig. 4c) was accompanied by continuous seawater
encroachment which already occupied the lake and the
system underneath. Following the drop of the lake level, and
the formation of a terminal lake, the water salinity of the
system increased rapidly due to the high evaporation rate.
The ﬁnal steady-state conﬁguration is that of an upper fresh
groundwater body between the sea and the lake, underlain by
an interface with the intruding seawater all the way to the
lake. The concentrated (350 g/l) brine, formed in the lake, is
being density-driven backwards toward the sea underneath
the intruding seawater body. The system attains a steadystate condition after around 100 years, which is a short time
as compared to the rate of the lake level changes. Thus, it is
suggested that the present-day situation is at steady state.
Since the hydraulic conductivity values are high, the fresh
groundwater and density-driven brine ﬂow velocities are
quite high reaching values of several meters per year. Due to
the short distance between both base levels, it may take only
a few decades for seawater to arrive to the lower base level.
In addition, assuming a typical speciﬁc storage value of 10−5
1/m, the system establishes a steady-state ﬂow pattern
relatively fast (ca. 100 years) as compared to the rate of lake
level decline. Therefore, the drop of the endorheic base level,
as described in the preceding, is accompanied by an almost
immediate consecutive steady-state salinity pattern at each
time step.
The simulated salinity ﬁeld is in agreement with the value
of 116 g/l described from the hydrothermal ﬁeld by
D’Amore et al. (1998), Elmi (2005) and Houssein and
Hydrogeology Journal

Axelsson (2010), at a depth interval between ca. 1,000 and
1,300 m (Fig. 4c). Due to the known high regional heat ﬂux,
it was expected that the temperature signiﬁcantly affects the
water-ﬂow pattern. Therefore, the next simulations were run
for the coupled case whereby temperature and salinity are
both taken into account. The resulting salinity and temperature ﬁelds are exhibited in Fig. 5. It should be noted that the
temperature curve of the hydrothermal ﬁeld (Fig. 6) exhibits
a “reversal” at depth. This feature roughly mimics the
phenomenon observed at the Asal 5 well (Houssein and
Axelsson 2010). The upward component of the groundwater
ﬂows around the fresh/seawater interface and transports heat
by convection from the hot, deeper parts of the reservoir to
the colder surface and vise versa. Several other buoyancydriven convection cells exist in the region due to the high
geothermal heat ﬂux, but only the cell created by the fresh/
seawater interface creates such a reversal (Figs. 5 and 6).
The backward density-driven brine ﬂow extends
eastward all the way to underneath the Gulf of Aden area.
It should be noted that hot brines were described from the
“Deeps” of the Red Sea (e.g., Atlantic II Deep; Brewer
and Spencer 1969), related to the sea ﬂoor spreading of
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. These brines were
interpreted as a mixture of deep-seated concentrated brines
with deep Red Sea water (e.g., Brewer and Spencer 1969).
The brines were interpreted to migrate northward along
the Red Sea all the way from the Gulf of Aden and the
Bab el Mandeb Straits (Craig 1969; Schoell and Faber
1978) from offshore and close to the discussed area
herein. It can be thus speculated that some of these brines
could have originated from the Afar Triangle, below sea
level, as exhibited in the Lake Asal model, and subsequently density-driven back to the Gulf of Aden, or
northward by the same mechanism through the Gulf of
Zula to the Red Sea and have emerged along the active
fault system to the Red Sea bottom.

Lago Enriquillo
Site description and hydrogeology
Lago Enriquillo, in the Dominican Republic, at coordinates
18°N, 71°W, is a hypersaline lake, at an elevation of some
46 m below sea level, situated about 50 km west of the
Caribbean Sea (Fig. 7). The lake is situated within an 85-km
long and 12-km wide morpho-tectonic depression or rift
valley named the Cul de Sac Depression, which extends
from the Dominican Neiba embayment in the Caribbean Sea
to Haiti in the west (Mann et al. 1984; Chiesa and Mazzoleni
2001). The area, which is situated within the boundary zone
between the Caribbean plate and the North American plate,
is transected by abundant active strike slip and reverse faults,
which are responsible for the current seismic activity in the
area (Mann et al. 1984; Tuttle et al. 2003; DeMets and
Wiggins-Grandison 2007). The maximum and average
depths of the lake are 20 and 6 m, respectively. The lake is
laterally fed by groundwater from its adjoining aquifers
whose natural recharge is ca. 120 mm/year (Morillo and
Huertas 2006). According to data derived from internal
DOI 10.1007/s10040-013-0972-5

reports, a sloping water table is recognized from east to west
to levels below sea level toward the lake.
At the peak of the last glacial period, some 18,000 years
ago, the Enriquillo depression, according to its present
topography and the lake’s bathymetry, was assumingly
above sea level and draining to the considerably low
global and Caribbean Sea base level at 120 m bsl, through
the present day Neiba embayment (Mann et al. 1984). The
subsequent rising sea level caused ﬂooding in the
Enriquillo depression, in the early Holocene time, at ca.
9.8 ka, creating an inland sea arm, which existed until ca.
4,900 ka. At around 4,900 ka, the marine sea arm was
disconnected from the sea, as a result of the combination
of damming of the eastern mouth of the valley by deltaic
deposits, and possibly due to vertical movements.
Following the restriction of the embayment, it became a

closed hypersaline lagoon and its level dropped to the
present one, below sea level, due to the high evaporation
of this arid area and the continuous subsidence of the
depression since then (Mann et al. 1984; Doss et al. 2005;
Medley 2006; Winsor et al. 2006). The present total
salinity, as well as the different ion concentrations and
stable isotope composition of the lake water, were
discussed in detail by Buck et al. (2005). The hypersaline
nature of the water is related to evaporation as is also
exhibited by the stable isotope composition. The total
salinity of the lake water ﬂuctuates annually and seasonally in response to recharge and evaporation. Historic
salinities ranged from about 35 g/l (normal marine
salinity) to over 100 g/l. At present, the total seasonal
salinity range is between ca. 80 and 105 g/l with a
concentration factor of 2.25 compared to Caribbean

Fig. 5 Steady state simulation of a salinity and b temperature distribution between the sea and Lake Asal
Hydrogeology Journal
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Fig. 6 Actual and modeled temperature curves of the Asal 5 well

seawater. It is interesting to note that the initial marine
geochemical signature of the water is not obscured by the
evaporation process, as shown by the calculated Na/Cl
equivalent ratio, around 0.87, resembling that of the
Caribbean seawater. It is suggested herein that the saline
end member could be partly related to current subsurface
seawater encroachment to this base level, which
underwent evaporation, reaching a higher salinity than
that of seawater (Kafri and Yechieli 2010).
Model setup
Based on the above data, a transient simulation was
conducted (Fig. 8) in order to exhibit the changes that

took place in the hydrological conﬁguration since the
detachment of the area from the sea and the start of
decline of the newly formed endorheic lake level at
4,900 ka. The model parameters of Lago Enriquillo are
given in Table 2. The model size is 100,000 m from the
sea in the east to the lake in the west. The base of the
model was set at 1,000 m depth. The recharge to the upper
surface boundary was taken as 120 mm/year based on
Morillo and Huertas (2006). The sea-side boundary was
set at present sea level for both the steady-state condition
and the initial of the transient simulation starting at
4,900 ka. Sea level was set to remain constant during
the transient simulation. The lake-side level was set at 0 m
(sea level) for the steady-state simulation. For the transient
simulation, the lake level was declined linearly from 0 to
46 m bsl in 4,900 years. Simultaneously, the salinity was
set to increase linearly from 35 to 105 g/l. The average of
both the horizontal and vertical hydraulic conductivity
was 400 m/d (E. Shachnai, Tahal Water Planning for
Israel, personal communication, 2012).

Results and discussion
The results of the transient simulation of the Lago
Enriquillo system exhibit the initial steady-state stage
(Fig. 8a) where both base levels were occupied by normal
seawater, overlain by a freshwater lens in between. A
normal fresh/seawater interface is recognized. Following
the decline of the lake level to become an endorheic base
level (Fig. 8b), seawater encroached in from the sea and
the lake’s water salinity increased due to evaporation to
form brine. An additional interface is recognized between
the encroaching seawater and the underlying brine that is
being density-driven toward the sea. The ﬁnal (present
day) state (Fig. 8c) exhibits an endorheic base level that

Fig. 7 Location map of Lago Enriquillo in the Dominican Republic. The location of the simulated cross-section (A′–A) between the sea
and the lake is also shown
Hydrogeology Journal
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Fig. 8 Transient simulations of the salinity ﬁeld changes between the sea and Lago Enriquillo in relation to lake level changes

contains more concentrated (present day) brine. The conﬁguration is basically a multiple hydrological system, whereby
Hydrogeology Journal

seawater encroaches into the lake area and the brine is
density-driven to some distance in the opposite direction.
DOI 10.1007/s10040-013-0972-5

Here also, similarly to the case of Lake Asal, the
gradual drop of the endorheic base level since 4,900 ka at
an average rate of ca. 1 m per hundred years is
accompanied in the transient simulations by arrival to a
steady state within around 200 years. Namely, the kinetics
of the salinity changes of the seawater intrusion and the
density-driven brine ﬂow is fast relative to the rate of the
base level drop.

Summary and conclusions
The results of numerical simulations presented in this
study support the feasibility of seawater encroachment
into deep endorheic saline base levels below sea level.
Two case studies examined herein, Lake Asal and Lago
Enriquillo, were found to enable seawater encroachment
into them. The common feature to these cases is an
endorheic base level considerably below sea level, which
is close to the sea and coupled with a rather low divide in
between.
The climatic effect is important in controlling the
obtained hydrological conﬁguration. An arid or a semiarid climate (e.g., Lake Asal) results in low recharge and
in turn a low divide, allowing seawater intrusion. Such a
climate is also responsible for the high water salinities in
the endorheic base level due to high evaporation (e.g.,
Lake Asal).
The setup described in the preceding leads to a
hydrological conﬁguration, as shown schematically in
Fig. 1. It consists of an upper freshwater body that drains
to both base levels, controlled by the fresh groundwater
heads. Underneath it, seawater encroaches all the way
from the sea to the lower inland base level whereby the
geometry of the fresh/seawater interface formed is
controlled by the elevation difference between both base
levels, by the freshwater heads and by the densities of the
two water bodies involved. Below it, in some cases such
as Lake Asal, an interface is recognized between the
encroaching seawater body and a brine body underneath,
formed through evaporation in the lower base level and
which is density-driven backwards toward the sea.
The kinetics of the processes is rather fast. It takes less
than a few thousand years to transform a freshwater lake to a
hypersaline endorheic base level following its decline below
sea level, as a result of seawater encroachment and
evaporation. The same short time span is required to enable
a considerable density-driven backward ﬂow of the brine.
The effect of high heat ﬂow underneath the Lake Asal
system was analyzed numerically in the simulations with
coupled heat and mass transport. Interaction between heat
advection and ﬂow pattern associated with the fresh/
seawater interface leads to a reverse shape of the
temperature curve as observed in several boreholes near
Lake Asal (e.g., Asal 5 well). The depth-temperature
curve is “distorted” at the depth interval of the fresh/
seawater interface. This is interpreted herein as a cooling
effect of the encroaching fast-ﬂowing and relatively cool
seawater, forming a reversal in the temperature curve.
Hydrogeology Journal
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